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Hi, I am Evelyn. 
Come on an aventure

with me and travel 550
million years back to the

Ediacaran period! Hi, I am Evelyn.
What is your name?

Hi, my name is Spriggina
Floundersi. But you can call
me Spriggina. I am part of

the Ediacaran biota.

Why are you called
Spriggina

Floundersi?

I was named after Reginald Claude Sprigg, the
geologist and conservationalist who discovered my

fossil. And the Floundersi bit came from Ben Flounders
who was a South Australian amateur fossil hunter.

WOW! This place is an inland sea! 
 There are all these creatures swimming
around me! I wonder what they are. Let’s

go chat with them. 

Yes, I eat bacteria, 
algae and other microbes. 

I am a microbial 
mat grazer! 

Chomp, chomp... 

Yeah go on.

I found a little creature. 
It’s about 5cm long, it has a head

shaped like a little crescent.
 And the rest of its body looks

like a tail. It reminds me of a
fishbone.

Gee, I’m getting
hungry. Is there
anything to eat

around here?
What do you eat?

Did you know that I am the
first creature 

discovered with a head
and body? 

I can chomp, chomp...

Yeah..but I prefer to go to the right.
In the future there will be creatures
like snails and worms that only go
in one direction like me. Maybe it’s
all linked somehow. Who knows?
there’s still so much that people

haven’t discovered.

TIME TRAVELING TO INTERVIEW SPRIGGINA
It has been 80 years since Spriggina has been discovered in the Ediacara Hills in the Flinders Ranges, South Australia. Today that land has become part of

the Ediacara-Nilpena National Park. Isn’t it amazing to have the fossils of the earliest recorded signs of life right here! In our back yard! 

Uh..ok..maybe
 I can wait for later…(eeeew)

Hey, why are you
moving in circles

like that?

I dunno, I like to
move like this.
 It’s just easier.

But do you know how to
move to the left? Can I ask some

more questions?



There are all sorts of Ediacaran creatures living all over the earth right now, apart from
Antartica. A lot can happen in 550 million years. The continents can shift, and lots of natural

disasters can happen like earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides and volcanic eruptions..they
can easily destroy fossils. Our bodies are soft and squishy, not like dinosaur fossils. What

you will find is the sandstone hardened around our bodies. In the future, there will only be a
few rare places on Earth where the shapes have been preserved and when conditions are

just right, the stone will split away and reveal the imprints we left behind.

But the only place you have
been discovered is in the

Flinders Ranges which is why
in 2017, South Australia made

you their official fossil
emblem

THAT’S 
AWESOME!

Hey! That is when I was
born!

Do you and your Ediacaran friends
only live in South Australia or

technically the land that will become
South Australia? Why are your fossils

so rare?

I have come a long way back in time. The red arrow points to when the
Ediacaran Period was. 550,000,000 – 650,000,000 years ago. Dinosaurs

lived from the Triassic to Cretaceous period. The last dinosaurs died
around 65,000,000 years ago. Modern humans have only been around
for 300,000 years which is a really short time when you think of how

the Earth is 4,454,000,000 years old!



It is now time for me to go
back to 2026. Thank you

for taking me back in time

You’re very welcome! You and your
friends should go out there! Look

for fossils! There is so much
information still to be discovered!



Image 1. Spriggina Floundersi, Adelaide Museum
Credit: Evelyn Weeks

Image3: Artist impression of 
Spriggina Floundersi, Adelaide Museum

Credit: Evelyn Weeks

Image 2: Spriggina fossil and putty cast 
from Nilpena, Flinders Ranges

Credit: Dr. Mary Droser

Image 4: Evelyn Weeks, age 18 months cleaning
TB-ARB fossil bed with Spriggina, Flinders Ranges

Credit: John Weeks

Image 5: Discovering Spriggina Floundersi
Adelaide Museum
Credit: John Weeks

Image 6: Evelyn Weeks and Prof. Mary Droser
June 2026

Credit: John Weeks
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